
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 14 - 9 0 8 9 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 

The Supreme Court of Texas hereby reappoints the following members to the Texas Access 
to Justice Commission for a term of three years to expire May 31, 2017: 

Carlos E. Cardenas 
El Paso, Texas 

Kay Caballero 
Lubbock, Texas 

SIGNED this;lg--1! day of April, 2014. 



Pa}ll W. Green, Justice 

p��dY\ 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 14-.9.0_9 0 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED LOCAL RULES FOR THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
THE SECOND COURT OF APPEALS DISTRICT 

ORDERED that: 

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 1 .2, this Court approves the following 
amended local rules for the Second Court of Appeals. The procedures prescribed by these local 
rules apply in lieu of those prescribed by the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure to the extent 
there are differences between the procedures; otherwise, the Rules of Appellate Procedure 
continue to apply with full force and effect. 

Dated: April � , 2014. 



-

J 

J �wn, Justice 



RULE 1. BRIEFS 

All briefs, in both civil and criminal cases, must conform to Rules 9 and 38 of the 

Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure. All briefs must also meet the following requirements, 

unless the court, upon motion, permits an exception to the rules: 

A. Cover. The front cover of the brief must (1) be addressed to the Court of 

Appeals for the Second District of Texas and (2) identify the presiding judge and the trial 

court from which the appeal is taken, for example, "Appeal from the [number] District 

Court, [name] County, Texas, the Hon. [name] presiding." 

B. Number of Copies. If a brief is not electronically filed, the original and four 

copies of every brief and any separately-bound appendix must be filed with the clerk. 

C. Motions for Leave to File Briefs. The appellant's opening brief, the 

appellee's opening brief, and the appellant's reply brief may be filed without leave of court, 

if timely. After the appellant's reply brief has been timely filed, any later brief merely 

replying to the last brief filed will be filed without a motion, if tendered at least seven days 

prior to the date of the scheduled oral argument or submission date. All other briefs, 



including amended briefs, supplemental briefs, post-submission briefs, and letter briefs 

must be accompanied by a motion for leave to file, unless the brief is requested by the 

court. 

D. Letter Briefs. Letter briefs must be addressed to the clerk and refer to the 

style and number of the case. They must be double-spaced, except for the address to 

the clerk. 

E. Filing Dates. The court will set filing dates for appellant's and appellee's 

opening briefs when the record is filed and notify the parties of the filing dates. Motions to 

extend the filing dates for briefs will not be granted except upon a reasonable explanation 

of the need for an extension. 

F. Recording or Exhibit. Whenever a party raises an issue in a brief that 

requires the court to view a video or audio recording or physical exhibit, the party must file 

in this court a motion to supplement the appellate record with the recording or exhibit 

when the party files its brief if the party did not designate the exhibit to be included in the 

reporter's record. 



RULE 2. ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS 

Original proceedings are governed by Rule 52 of the Texas Rules of Appellate 

Procedure and this rule. 

A. Number of Copies. If a petition is not electronically filed, the original and 

four copies of every petition and any separately bound record or appendi)( must be filed 

with the clerk. 

B. Notice. If the court is of the tentative opinion that relator is entitled to relief 

or that a serious question concerning the relief requires further consideration, the clerk will 

send the parties notice stating ( 1 ) the date the real party in interest's response must
· 

be 

filed, if one has not been filed, (2) the date the relator's reply to the response must be 

filed, if permitted by the court, (3) whether the court will allow argument or will submit the 

case without oral argument, ( 4) if oral argument is permitted, the date and the time 

allotted for argument, and (5) the names of the members of the panel to which the case 

will be argued or submitted, subject to change by the court. 



RULE 3. MOTIONS 

All motions must comply with Rules 9 and 10 of the Texas Rules of Appellate 

Procedure and this rule. 

A. Number of Copies. If a motion is not electronically filed, the original and 

one copy of every motion must be filed with the clerk. 

B. Signatures and Certificates. In both civil and criminal cases, all motions 

must contain an original signature, a certificate of service, and, except motions for 

rehearing, a certificate of conference stating substantially one of the following: 

(1) A conference was held on [date] with the opposing party on the 

merits of this motion, and the opposing party [does][does not] 

oppose the motion. 

(2) A conference was not held with the opposing party because 

[explanation]. 



C. Motions for Extension of Time In Criminal Cases. In addition to complying 

with Rule 10 of the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, all motions for extension of time 

in criminal cases must state whether the defendant is incarcerated. 

D. Motions for Rehearing and En Bane Reconsideration. A motion for 

rehearing and a motion for en bane reconsideration must include a copy of the opinion and 

judgment of the court of appeals. 

RULE 4. ORAL ARGUMENT 

Oral argument is governed by Rule 39 of the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure 

and this rule. 

A. Request. Oral argument should not be requested unless the party 

requesting argument intends to appear on the date set for submission. Conditional 

requests for argument (e.g., "Appellant requests oral argument only if oral argument is 

requested by appellee.") are acceptable. 

B. Time Allowed. Unless additional time is granted by the presiding justice of 

the panel to which the case is assigned, oral argument will be limited to fifteen (15) 



minutes for the appellant's opening argument, fifteen (15) minutes for the appellee's 

argument, and five (5) minutes for the appellant's rebuttal. Requests for additional time 

must be made by motion filed at least ten (10) days prior to the scheduled submission 

date. 

C. Continuance. After a case has been set for argument, oral argument may 

be continued only by an order of the court for good cause. It may not be continued by 

agreement of the parties. 

D. Waiver. A party who desires to waive an oral argument that has been 

previously requested or scheduled must notify the clerk and all opposing parties at least 

seven days prior to the scheduled submission date. 

RULE 5. FAX FILING OF DOCUMENTS 

A. · By the Court. Except as specifically required by the Texas Rules of 

Appellate Procedure, any notices issued by the clerk of the court or any orders issued by 

the court may be made by fax, at the discretion of the court. Fax notification will be made 

to the fax number provided by the attorney of record for each party to the appeal. 



B. By the Parties. 

(1) Permissible Fax Filings. A party may fax file a document only if the party 

is not required to electronically file the document. The clerk will accept for fax filing any 

document that is a total of ten transmitted pages or less, excluding the cover sheet. 

Documents may be faxed to the court (fax number: 817-884-1932) both during and after 

normal working hours, but documents received after 4:45 p.m. will be considered filed the 

next day the court is open to the public. 

(2) Cover Sheet. A cover sheet must accompany all documents transmitted by 

fax and must clearly identify: 1) the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and 

email address, if any, of the sender; 2) the name of the party the sender represents; 3) 

the document being transmitted; 4) the cause number; 5) the number of pages being 

transmitted; 6) and the name of the clerk or deputy clerk, if any, to whose attention the 

document is directed. 

(3) Receipt of Transmission. The quality of the original must be clear and dark 

enough to be transmitted legibly by fax. The clerk will be responsible for events that 



disrupt, impair, or render impossible the receipt of documents transmitted by fax. The 

sender is obligated to ensure that documents transmitted by fax have been received legibly 

and completely by the clerk. Although the clerk's office will verify by telephone that a 

document has been received legibly and completely, it will not initiate the telephone call. 

If a document transmitted by fax is not complete or is otherwise illegible, the clerk will 

nonetheless file it and bring it to the attention of the court. However, the incompleteness 

or illegibility of a document may be grounds for striking or denying a motion. 

( 4) Service on Parties. The party transmitting a document by fax must serve a 

copy of the document on all parties to the appeal by fax or other expedited means. 

(5) Fees. The sender must deposit any applicable fees in the U.S. mail on the 

day the fax is transmitted. Failure of the clerk to receive the fees within seven days after 

the day the fax is filed may result in the striking of the filing transmitted by fax. 

( 6) Signature on Original. The sender must maintain the original of any 

document transmitted by fax, with the original signature affixed, as required by section 

51.806 of the Texas Government Code 



RULE 6. WITHDRAWAL OF RECORD ON APPEAL 

In addition to the conditions in Rule 12.4 of the Texas Rules of Appellate 

Procedure, the clerk may permit a paper-filed record or other paper-filed item to be taken 

from the clerk's office on the following conditions: 

A. Civil Cases. In civil cases, attorneys may check out a paper-filed record from 

the clerk at any time up to three days before the date on which the case is scheduled to 

be submitted to the court. After that time, attorneys may not check out the court of 

appeals's record except on the leave of the court. An attorney who checks out the record 

must return it promptly to the clerk on demand. Pro se parties may inspect a paper-filed 

record only on the premises of this court. Parties may request one CD copy of an 

electronically filed record at any time. 

B. Criminal Cases. In criminal cases, the court will not allow the record to be 

checked out. Records must be checked out through the district clerk's office or county 

clerk's office in the county from which the appeal arose. 

RULE 7. PROTECTION OF PARTIES' IDENTITIES IN FILED DOCUMENTS 



In parental termination and child protection cases, as defined in Rule 28.4(a) of the 

Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, and juvenile court cases, in all documents submitted 

to the court other than a docketing statement--including all appendix items submitted with 

a brief, petition, or motion-a party must use an alias, as defined in Rule 9.8(a) of the 

Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, to identify not only a minor, but also a minor's 

parent, family member, foster parent, and any other person necessary to protect a minor's 

identity and must redact all such documents accordingly. Additionally, in other appeals or 

original proceedings in which the court determines that a child's or other person's identify 

should be protected, the Clerk's office may request that the parties use aliases in their 

documents filed with the court. 



ORDER ADOPTING LOCAL RULES 

These local rules for the Second Distrid Court of Appeals are adopted 

subjed to the approval of the Supreme Court of Texas and the Texas Court of 

Criminal Appeals. 

Justice Anne Gardner 

Justice Sue Walker 

ttx!411€ir:A ---; 
Justice Bob McCoy ., 
Justice Bill Meier 

� - ,�j? 
� 



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 14- 9 0 91 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED LOCAL RULE 2. 7 OF THE WICIDTA COUNTY LOCAL 
RULES OF PRACTICE OF THE DISTRICT, CONSTITUTIONAL, AND STATUTORY 

COUNTY COURTS 

ORDERED that: 

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 3a, the Supreme Court approves the following 
amendments to Local Rule 2. 7 of the Wichita County Local Rules of Practice of the District, 
Constitutional, and Statutory County Courts. 

Dated: April� 2014. 



Paul W. Green, Justice 

Phil Johnson, Justice 
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Local Rule 2. 7 of the Wichita County Local Rules of Practice of the District, Constitutional, and 
Statutory County Courts is amended to read as follows: 

RULE 2.7. ORDERS AND DECREES 

a. Reduction to Writing; Submission to Counsel and Court 

Within twenty (20) calendar days after rendition, announcement of the Court's ruling or 
announcement of settlement by counsel, all final judgments and decrees shall be reduced 
to writing by counsel designated by the Court and forwarded to the Court and opposing 
counsel for approval as to form. 

Within ten (1 0) calendar days after receipt by opposing counsel, opposing counsel shall 
deliver the order to the Court for signature, or deliver to the Court and all counsel specific 
written objections to the form of the proposed order. The Court will determine the written 
objections and either sign and enter the proposed order or inform counsel for the parties 
of the changes that need to be made to the proposed order. 

Temporary orders shall be reduced to writing within ten (1 0) calendar days, and within 
five (5) calendar days after receipt by opposing counsel, shall be forwarded to the Court 
in the same fashion. 

Agreed orders of any kind shall be approved by all counsel as to form and content. All 
other orders shall be approved as to form. 

The foregoing time limits may be expanded upon written motion for good cause shown. 

b. Continuance or Dismissal if Written Order Not Furnished 

Upon failure to furnish the Court with a temporary order, final judgment, or decree, 
within the applicable time period, the Court may continue the case or place the case on 
the Court's dismissal docket, at the Court's discretion. 



ORDERADOYMNGA�NDMENTTO 
RULEl.7 

WICHITA COUNTY 
LOCAL RULES OF PRACfiCE 

OF THE 
DISTRICI', CONSTITUTIONAL AND 

STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS, 

IT IS ORDERED by the Dislric:t Judps. County Court Ill Law Judps. end County Juctse of Wichita County, TCXIS, pursuant to RulC 
31. Texas Rules ofCivill'roceclln and Articles 21.0lllld 33.01 of the Texas Code of Criminal Proceclure. thlr: 

l. tba followina Amendment to Rule 2. 7 of l.oc:ll Rules of Pnctlce of the Courts or Wichita County, Tcus is adopted IIIII 
shell become effcctiyc thirty (30) dlys after the daJc of Ibis order, llld upon IIPIIf'Oftl of die Plaidkls Judge of 111e Elfllldl 
Adnlinislrllllv Rqioa and die Supreme Court orr-; 

2. tba Clcrb of tbc:sc Couds shall, upon approval of Ibis Amendment by 1he Supreme Court of Texa, rec:orcl die -
UJSC1her witb a copy of lhil Order llld 1he Order of die Supn:me Court of Texas. IPJifOYlnl die same. in die minula of 
1hcsc Courts; 

3. 1he Clelb of tbc:sc Cvw1s lhall, upon RC�ucst. IDike aVIllable, to CICb Jaw,a- pncticiDg in Wichita Couauy, Toxas, a copy 
of Ibis Amendnleat. topdler with a copy ofdlis Order; 

4. Ibis Amendmall shall be a���ltnled IIJd intcrpn:ted in addilion to. llld in COD!onnfty wid!, llld nat as supencdins die 
Constitulioa llld Laws of the State of Texas llld rules ofthc Supreme Court ofTeus or tba Court of Criminal Appclls. 
This Amendment shall nat be construed to prohibit thc Courts of Wk:llita County fi'om llllkin8 ordas, seuinp or 

procedures, which, in 1he Courts' cliscmion, may further tba onlaly ldminislndion ofjustlc:c; IRCl. 

5. should this Amcadmeal not be approved by 1ho Supreme Court of Texas. or sbould this Amcndment. be held invalid for 
Ill)' reason. sucb failure to IIIPIOVC or sud! invalidity shall DOC affect tba validity of Ill}' other Local Rule of Pnctlce of 
Wichita County, Texa or pert tbenlof, all of which have been sepnrcly c:onsidcmlllld adopted. 

SIGNED the� day of February, 2013. 

��.f>h�--
ROBERT P. BRO'IliERTON 
30111 District Court 

W B�
_..E_,__. 4r= 

'r�J 
. M--­

.,WPRJCEJ?-
W' DisbictCowt � 



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 14-Q 0 9 2 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED RULE 3.5 OF THE RULES OF THE CIVIL TRIAL 
DIVISION OF THE HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS AND AMENDED RULE 
9.1 OF THE HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT JUDGES RULES OF ADMINISTRATION 

ORDERED that: 

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 3a, the Supreme Court approves amended rule 
3.5 of the Rules of the Civil Trial Division of the Harris County District Courts and amended 
rule 9.1 of the Harris County District Judges Rules of Administration. 

Dated: Aprili.t, 2014. 



Paul W. Green, Justice 

�� 
illett, Justice 
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Rule 3.5, Rules of the Civil Trial Division, Harris County District Courts, is amended to read as 
follows: 

3.5 ANCILLARY DOCKET. 

3.5.1 Ancillary Docket. The ancillary docket consists of the following: 

a) Applications for temporary restraining orders; 

b) Motions to dissolve or modify temporary restraining orders; 

c) Motions to modify the bond for a temporary restraining order; 

c;l) Motions to authorize emergency medical treatment; 

e) Requests before any suit has been filed to appoint umpires or arbitrators; 

f) The following matters, when brought under Chapter 81 of the Texas Health & 

Safety Code: 

i. Motions for orders of protective custody; 

ii. Motions for orders of temporary protective custody; 

iii. Motions for orders for temporary detention pending a hearing on a motion 
to modify an order for outpatient treatment; 

iv. Appointment of attorneys for persons subject to protective custody or 
detention orders; and 

v. Probable cause hearings. 

3.5.2 Ancillary Judge. The Ancillary Judge is responsible for hearing all matters on the 
ancillary docket. Each judge will serve as Ancillary Judge for one-half of a calendar month 
according to a schedule adopted by the judges of the Civil Trial Division. The Ancillary 
Judge will be available at the courthouse on business days during regular business hours, and 
will provide the county switchboard with the means to locate the Ancillary Judge at all other 
times. 

If not available to serve at any time during the term, the Ancillary Judge will designate, in 
writing, another judge to serve ad interim, and will notify the Administrative Judge of the 
Civil Trial Division, the ancillary clerk, and the county switchboard of that designation. 

In the absence or unavailability of the Ancillary Judge or designee under the rule, matters 
requiring judicial attention will be presented to the Administrative Judge of the Civil Trial 
Division for ruling or assignment to another judge for ruling. 



3.5.3 Authority to Grant Ancillary Relief No judge other than the Ancillary Judge may grant 
ancillary relief without a written order from the Ancillary Judge or Administrative Judge of 
the Civil Trial Division. However, either the Presiding Judge or the Ancillary Judge may 
grant an extension of a temporary restraining order. In requests for ancillary relief, the 
Ancillary Judge shall hear the matters as "Judge Presiding" for the court in which the case is 
pending. 



Rule 9.1 , Harris County District Judges Rules of Administration, is amended to read as 
follows: 

9.1 In General. 

9.1 .1 Each district judge in Harris County is a member of the Board of Judges. 

9 .1 .2 The Board of Judges must elect an Administrative Judge of Harris County. 

9.1 .3 The courts of Harris County have been divided into the civil, criminal, family, and 
juvenile trial divisions by statutory preferences and board policy. Each trial 
division will elect its own Administrative Judge pursuant to its own division rules. 
The following 24 courts constitute the civil division: 1 1 th, 55th, 61 st, 80th, 113th, 
125th, 127th, 1 29th, 1 33rd, 151st, 152nd, 157th, 164th, 165th, 1 89th, 190th, 
215th, 234th, 269th, 270th, 281st, 295th, 333rd, 334th. The following 22 courts 
constitute the criminal division: 174th, 176th, 177th, 178th, 179th, 1 80th, 1 82nd, 
1 83rd, 184th, 1 85th, 208th, 209th, 228th, 230th, 232nd, 248th, 262nd, 263rd, 
337th, 338th, 339th, 351st. The following 10  courts constitute the family division: 
245th, 246th, 247th, 257th, 280th, 308th, 309th, 31 Oth, 311 th, 312th. The 
following 3 courts constitute the juvenile division: 313th, 314th, 315th. 

9 .1.4 The Administrative Judge of Harris County and the Administrative Judge of each 
trial division compromise the Executive Committee. 
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